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Stickiness 
—By Robert KASWSS 


How do we get more people into Amateur 
Radio, staying licensed and into our club? That's 
been a question posed countless times since | 
was first licensed in 1985. It seems no less a 
popular topic even today. 


We don't have all of the answers but VOMARC 
has tried to do its part. We have a dedicated 
team of VE examiners, led by Elizabeth N6LY, 
who help replenish our ranks with new 

Hams. We've had volunteers lead electronics 
programs at local schools. 


We've also made a few recent steps to try and 
expand efforts. We've decided to extend one 
free year of club membership to applicants who 
test with our VE team, regardless of testing 
outcome. In maintaining connectivity (such as 
with this newsletter!) with the newcomer as 
they enter Ham Radio or move up the ranks we 
hope to keep them as members and become 
more than just an "paper" Ham. 


We're working on ideas for a welcome packet to 
be distributed by the VE team as well which 
would contain helpful information on the 
question of "what now?" after taking their 

test. It will include information on VOMARC of 
course but also some tidbits on things like local 
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repeaters and nets. Expect some more 
discussion and planning on this. 


Getting people more active is vital to keeping 
people licensed. We're looking at tweaking the 
weekly net to spur checkins. We had decent 
turnout for one or two "QSO Parties" during 
major contests where VOMARC members could 
meet and work each other in a leisurely fashion 
and we'll likely set up more of those in the 
future. 


I've said we don't have all of the answers. That's 
why we would like to hear from you about your 
ideas to better recruit, engage and retain those 
with whom we come into contact. Send usa 
note any time and/or speak your mind at our 
club meeting on Wednesday, February 17th. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, February 17, 2021, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Early Digital Communications 
Presenter: Rich Ferranti W6NIR 


176 Years of Telegraph Apparatus 


Rick Ferranti 
W6NIR 


VE Liaison News 
—By Elizabeth N6LY, VOMARC VE Liaison 


Time to upgrade or get your HAM Radio 
License. Our next planned session is Saturday, 
April 24. More information and updates coming 
soon. Everyone who tests with VOMARC will 
receive one free year of Club Membership. If 
you are already a member, your membership 
will be extended a year. 


We held a testing session on January 30th, 
outdoors in Sanford's driveway. Due to COVID 
concerns and recent lockdowns, we decided to 
have limited capacity, outdoor sessions. We had 
three time slots,with a maximum of two 
candidates per. 


This was very successful. Of course it helped 
that it didn't rain and that it was fairly 
warm. We had contingency plans for rain. 


We ended up having five candidates testing for 
their technician license. |am happy to announce 
that they all passed. Two of them went on to 
earn their General. Rod 


| would like to welcome all of them as new 
members to our club: 


Alix- KN6NEG 
Theo- KN6NEE 
Rodney- KN6NEC 
Tom- KN6NEF 
Jamil- KN6NED 


Stay tuned for more information for our next 
test sessions, on our web-site and in the next 
newsletter. 


October Hamfest? 


Thanks to some enterprising work by Darrel 
(WD6BOR) we may yet have a Hamfest in 
2021! Darrel arranged to reserve space at the 
First Congregational Church on Spain Street on 
October 2nd. 


There should be ample parking in the church 
parking lot for seller stalls. This agreement even 
includes access to a kitchen facility so we can 
serve up Ed's famous pancakes. The icing on the 
cake is that the church is allowing us to utilize 
the facilities at no charge! 


There are still some uncertainties of course with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Though projections are 
starting to look better, there's no guarantee 
what the situation will be like in the fall. Even if 
we have to cancel the event we won't be out of 
money for renting the facilities. 


They'll be more discussion about Hamfest in 
future meetings and among your VOMARC 
Board of Directors. Stay tuned. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Handy Repeater List 


Attached is a link to a website with a list of the 
repeaters along the north coast. 
http://w6mmm.club/optaids.html 


There is also a map so you can determine where 
the repeaters are located and how they are 
linked. 


Thank you KE6HID for the information. 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Who's Doing What 


Sanford (N7PIB) has now worked 937 parks as 


part of the Parks on the Air program, mostly on 
SSB. 


Carl (N6TVN) has been busy. He made 30 QSOs 
in the NA QSO Party, a few contacts in the UK/El 
DX Contest, made 18 QSOs in a recent Slow 
Speed CW Contest event, logged 114 QSOs in 6 
hours in the CQ WW 160M Contest and 68 QSOs 
in 4 hours of the NA CW Sprint. He also worked 
Angola on 20M for a new DXCC country. Whew! 


Ed (W1EJ) operated from Cow Mountain and 
Cow Mountain Ridge in Mendocino County as 


Summits on the Air Program. He's activated 
around 300 summits thus far. 


Stan (NJ6E) ordered a MiniWhip active antenna, 
which covers 10 kHz through 30 MHz, and is 
working on a 3D printed enclosure for it. 


Robert (KASWSS) recently confirmed his 1000th 
prefix for the CQ WPX Mixed Mode Award. He 
also nabbed the North Cook Islands on 60M FT8 
from his home station. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Amateur VLF Transatlantic Record 
Set 


Joe Craig (VO1NA) in Canada transmitted a 50- 
character message on 8.271 kHz (that's kilohertz, 
not megahertz) with 10 mW (milliwatts) of 
power. How far did his signal go? All the way to 
DK7FC in Germany across the Atlantic 

Ocean! The one way transmission marks a new 
record for transatlantic VLF (Very Low 
Frequency) signals. The two stations used the 
EbNaut digital mode to exchange the message. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/new-amateur-vlf- 
transatlantic-record-set 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Nano Diamond Batteries 


A California company, NDB, says their nano- 
diamond batteries will upend the energy sector 
and perhaps be a solution for a nagging problem 
at the same time. The core of the battery is, 
wait for it, nuclear waste! 


NDB's batteries start with a small piece of 
graphite which has absorbed radiation from 
nuclear fuel rods. The graphite is rich in Carbon- 
14. NDB takes the Carbon-14 and purifies it into 
Carbon-14 diamonds. Lab created Carbon-12 
diamonds (non-radioactive) encase the Carbon- 
14, protecting it and preventing radiation leaks. 


External radiation levels are supposed to be 
lower than that generated by the human body 
itself. Pacemakers with lifelong implants are one 
usage being considered. Ona larger scale 
imagine a cell phone battery that lasts decades. 


Lifelong AA 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
Misc 


e COVID-19 continues to decimate in-person 
Amateur Radio. Dayton's Hamvention has 
been cancelled for a second year. Their 
website already includes a countdown for 
2022. Worse yet, Hamcom, the largest 
Amateur Radio convention in Texas, is closing 
its doors for good after 41 years. 


Stan (NJ6E) reports the Brandmeister digital 
network now includes password protection. 


Amateur Radio anagram for the day: The 
Morse Code = Here Come Dots 


The International Amateur Radio Union 
(IARU) recently received a gift of the 
hamradio.org domain. Plans are to develop a 
website to serve as a major focal point for 
finding out more about Amateur Radio. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


QSL Card Inbox 


A25/DFZEC A22EC 
DF 3EC/ZS DF3ECZS9 ~ -. ZS SDF SEC... 
DF3EC/Z2.. “SDA QDFSEC.  7PBFC 


| worked A22EC in Botswana in 1989, on 10M 
CW. Yep, CW! | just recently tried to confirm 
this one, decades after the contact. Thankfully, | 
got a positive reply. 


| worked a new African country in the Gambia 
through an FT8 contact with C5SYK. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2021 ACS 2021 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH ED W1EJ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERGHIP 2021 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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